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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 

1
st
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Friday, September 9
th

, 2016 

Rodd Charlottetown Hotel 

The Board of Directors of CPAPEI invites its members to join  
us as we recognize our first year as a unified profession. 

 

The AGM will be followed by a choice of afternoon social activities.   
See inside for details. 

8:30am    Breakfast 
 9:00am   AGM Business Meeting 
10:00am   Presentation: Rules of Professional Conduct 
12:00pm   Lunch on your own 
  1:00pm   Island Boat Adventures 
                 90 minute boat cruise departing Charlottetown Harbour  
      OR 
                 Clyde River Golf Club 
                 1:00pm shotgun start; 18 holes; shared power cart 

We now have our first year behind us as 

CPAPEI and will be holding our first Annual 

General Meeting (AGM).  We would encourage 

all members to join us at the AGM as we will be 

bringing members up to date on work complet-

ed, reviewing our financial situation, ratifying 

our by-laws and electing the Board which will 

lead us through the next year. 

 

The business meeting will be followed by a 

presentation on the CPA Code, something that 

all members should be familiar with.  This will 

qualify for 2 free CPD hours. 

In the afternoon, members can take part in two activities, golf at 

Clyde River or a boat cruise in the Charlottetown Harbour.  This is an 

opportunity for members to relax and network with other members. 

 

Please join us for our first Annual General Meeting as Chartered Pro-

fessional Accountants of Prince Edward Island. 

Tanya O’Brien, CPA, CA 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Members are encouraged to 
update their CPD in the mem-
ber portal as they earn it.   

 
At June 28, 2016, only 8% of 
members have logged CPD 
hours for 2016. 

Fall Professional Development Program 
 
CPAPEI will offer a complement of in-person professional development training 

courses in late October/early November 2016, with the exception of Excel training 

courses, which will be offered in September.  The following courses have been 

confirmed to date; more detail and additional courses to be announced soon.  

Watch for the early bird discount on fees and passports! 

Look for a New Presenter this 
Fall:  Eileen Pease 
 

Eileen is an expert in the “Brain at Work”, and 

will be offering a couple of courses to help 

members get more from their brain! 

 

Techniques in the workshop will teach you to 

improve memory, and in conjunction with 

this, she will offer a speedreading course to 

help develop ways of acquiring information 

faster with greater comprehension. 

These courses should be applicable to all 

members professionally and in their personal 

lives. 

“Our brain is a fantastic resource that is 

frequently underused because many of us do 

not understand how it works.  Habits we have 

had for years, that we are not even aware of, 

cause us to overload or block our short term 

memory.”  

- eileenpease.com 

Sept 21-22 Excel Training       Ward Blatch 

 

Oct 24-28 Google Productivity Tools for Accountants   Garrett Wasny 

  Advanced Googling for Accountants   Garrett Wasny 

  Get More Power from Your Brain    Eileen Pease 

  Speed Reading      Eileen Pease 

  Memory Techniques      Eileen Pease   

  Powerful Financial Analysis     Karine Benzacar 

  Effective Costing & Profitability Management   Karine Benzacar 

 

Oct 31-Nov 4 Today's CFO Tomorrow: Leadership Development  Blair Cook and Jen Nicholson  

  Review Engagements -Applying the New Standard  Susan MacIsaac 

  Income Tax Update      TBA 

  Accounting Update for Private Enterprises and  

  Not-for-Profit Organizations      TBA 

CPD Reporting  
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Please plan to join us for the first Annual General Meeting of the  

Chartered Professional Accountants of Prince Edward Island, on 

Friday, September 9th, 2016, at the Rodd Charlottetown Hotel. 

 

8:30 – 9:00am Continental Breakfast     

9:00 - 10:00am AGM       

10:00 – 12:00pm Presentation—Rules of Professional Conduct  

   (qualifies for 2 hours CPD) 

12:00 – 1:00pm Lunch on your own 

 

1:00pm Island Boat Adventures 

  90 minute boat cruise departing Charlottetown Harbour 

  Mussels and light fare served 

OR 

  Clyde River Golf Club  

  1:00pm Shot Gun Start; 18 holes; shared power cart 

  BBQ to follow 

 

The cost to attend the afternoon events is $50 per person + HST. 

Availability is first come, first serve.  Preregistration is required.   

Online registration will open soon.  Watch your inbox for more information. 

 

Friday, September 9th ~ Rodd Charlottetown Hotel 

CPAPEI Chief Executive Officer Tanya O’Brien recently attended an awards ceremony at  UPEI 

to present two CPA prizes to graduates.   

Congratulations on your  

achievements! 

Alexis Spencer (BBA, Accounting —2016) 

was the recipient of the 

CPAPEI Prize — Highest 

Aggregate, awarded to 

the student with highest 

aggregate in the final 

two years in the ac-

counting program who is 

entering the CPA profes-

sion.  

Luke Gaudet (BBA, Accounting—2016) 

was the recipient of the 

CPAPEI Prize for Lead-

ership, awarded a gradu-

ating student who main-

tains an average of at 

least 75% in the final two 

years in the accounting 

program, is actively in-

volved in the University 

community at political or 

committee level, is con-

sidered a team player and assist others 

in achieving their goals.  

Our nominating Committee will be putting forward a slate of candidates for the CPAPEI Board 
for the 2016/2017 year. If you are interested in joining the board, please forward your name to 
the registrar, Tanya O’Brien, at tobrien@cpapei.ca. 
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When Michael Fitzpatrick sees his schedule 

packed full of meetings, he’s a happy man. 

 

"I'm an extrovert," he says. "To me, seeing 

so many people is a great way to spend the 

day. 

 

Fitzpatrick admits he did not always show 

that enthusiasm for work – at least in the 

classroom. As a young student, he strug-

gled to sit in school all day and listen to in-

formation that did not spark his interest. 

 

"I never felt fully engaged in my education 

until I decided to enter the accounting pro-

gram. With my designation, the whole 

world changed for me." 

 

When Fitzpatrick started taking accounting

-related courses in university, his marks sky-

rocketed. He also realized an accounting 

career could help him explore something 

that did spark his interest – business. 

 

"Accounting is the fundamentals of all busi-

ness practices,” he explains… 
 

...visit the CPAPEI website to read the rest  

of Michael’s story...  

Michael Fitzpatrick, CPA, CA 
Founding Partner 

Fitzpatrick & Co.  

“I never felt fully engaged in my education 
until I decided to enter the accounting 
program. With my designation, the whole 
world changed for me." 

Yemi Olusoji, CPA, CGA 
Accounting Technician 

Arsenault Best Cameron Ellis 

Even as a young girl, Yemi Olusoji found it 

fascinating to look for patterns in numbers. 

  

At Arsenault Best Cameron Ellis, Olusoji re-

views the financial documents of the firm’s 

clients to make sure they’re accurate and 

complete. Even when documents don’t bal-

ance or issues arise, she finds it rewarding to 

get to the bottom of it. 

 

Before coming to P.E.I. in 2013, Olusoji had 

worked as a chartered accountant in Nigeria. 

She knew she needed a CPA to pursue her 

Canadian career. 

 

“When I moved to Canada, I planned to con-

tinue working in the accounting profession, 

so I knew it was imperative to get my certifi-

cation here.” 

 

Due to her previous education, Olusoji was 

able to complete her CPA through online 

courses in about six months. 

 

Though taxes differ from country to country, 

Olusoji notes… 
 

...visit the CPAPEI website to read the rest  

of Yemi's story... 

“When I moved to Canada, I planned  
to continue working in the accounting 
profession, so I knew it was imperative 
to get my certification here.”  

Additional Member Profiles may be viewed on the CPAPEI website 
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With few members having taken the new program, we offer the following 
“cheat sheet” on CPA programming   

There’s a common misunder-
standing that CPA offers only 
one path to becoming a pro-
fessional accountant. Also, 
that 80 per cent of profes-
sional accountants have a 
fairly identical background 
and almost always pursue 
their accreditations while 
working at one of a handful of 
public-accounting firms. 
 
In fact, CPA offers a suite of 
programs tailored to a variety 
of backgrounds and into a 
plethora of careers and work-
places; more so than has ever 
been the case in Canada. 
 
Despite contrary perceptions, 
the path to an accounting 
designation has been trodden 
equally by accounting gradu-
ates as well as those from 
other business degrees and 
specializations entirely. 
 
For the latter, the CPA Pre-
requisite Education Program 
(CPA PREP) is their con-
densed and accelerated 
bridge tailored specifically for 
entry to professional-level 
studies. It’s part-time, fast-
paced and where the majority 
of candidates from the work-
force begin their studies. 
 
For accounting grads, and 
CPA PREP graduates, the 
“big game” is their time spent 

in CPA Professional Educa-
tion Program (CPA PEP). 
 
While part time as well, CPA 
PEP is at the academic level 
of a graduate program and 
was designed to meet the 
business needs of industry, 
government and public ac-
counting firms. 
 
As is well known, the profes-
sional path culminates in a 
three-day Common Final Ex-
amination (CFE). What is less 
understood, is the opportuni-
ty within CPA PEP to special-
ize your accreditation in two 
topics from the choices of fi-
nance, assurance, tax, and 
performance measurement. 
 
We in Atlantic Canada further 
benefit from having the only 
combined program in the 
country, the MBA (CPA 
Stream) program exclusively 
offered at Sobey School of 
Business Saint Mary’s Univer-
sity in Halifax.   
 
And, as the name suggests, 
graduates will initially receive 
their MBA and several months 
later be prepared to chal-
lenge the CFE for a most-
efficient path to the designa-
tion with a graduate level de-
gree.  

CPA certificate for  
college graduates 
 
CPA Atlantic will soon be 

offering CPA Canada’s  

Advanced Certificate in 

Accounting and Finance 

(ACAF). 

 

The new, nationally recog-

nized program provides 

the applied accounting 

and finance skills neces-

sary to enhance a college 

graduate’s career pro-

spects in accounting and 

finance at a mid-tier level.  

 

As a certificate holder, 

graduates will qualify for 

junior and intermediate-

level accounting jobs in 

business, not-for-profit 

and government, as well 

as CPA-supervised posi-

tions in public accounting. 

 

ACAF courses are ex-

pected to be available in 

the Atlantic provinces and 

Bermuda beginning in fall 

2016. 

Reprinted with Permission.  CPA ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF BUSINESS  
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New Members  

(program completion): 
  

Maggie Evoy, CPA, CA 

Stephanie Fraser, CPA, CA 

Andrew Hayes, CPA, CA 

 

New Members by transfer: 
 

Suhaib Ali, CPA, CMA  

Chris Edwards, CPA, CMA  

Matthew Martin, CPA, CGA 

Danny Nasser, CPA, CMA, MBA 

Ben Ramsay, CPA, CA  
 

Retired Members: 
 

Robert Thibodeau, CPA, CGA  

Mary Jane Cassidy, CPA, CA 

Morgan Eisenhauer, CPA, CGA 

Ivan Gallant, CPA, CA  

Ken King, CPA, CMA   

 

Resigned PEI Membership: 
 

Sean Bradley, CPA, CA 

Peter Matutat, CPA, CA 

Sam Mugford, CPA, CA  

Licensed to Practice  

Public Accounting: 
 

Jordan McNally, CPA, CA  

Ben Ramsay, CPA, CA  

Stephanie Fraser, CPA, CA 

Andrew Hayes, CPA, CA  

Perry Lawlor, CPA, CA  

David MacFadyen, CPA, CGA 

 

Resigned their Designation: 

Douglas MacMurdo 

Firms are reminded that they have until September 30, 2016 to remove reference to any legacy 

group in their name (CA, CMA, CGA) from all branding material, including signage, letterhead, 

website, brochures, etc.  Firms may replace the legacy reference with Chartered Professional 

Accountant(s), or CPA, but must discontinue use of the legacy reference. 

 

Corporations have until March 31, 2017 to remove any legacy reference.  A name change should 

be submitted to CPAPEI for approval in advance of a legal change. 

CPAPEI is pleased to invite members to learn about the role and mandate of this office during 

a one hour presentation from Ms. Sherra Profit, Taxpayers’ Ombudsman, at free lunch and learn 

sessions in both Summerside and Charlottetown. 

 

Summerside Session   Charlottetown Session 

Thursday, July 21, 2016   Friday, July 22, 2016 

11:00am Presentation   11:30am Lunch 

12:00pm Lunch    12:00pm Presentation 

Veterans Convention Centre  Pownal Room  

Credit Union Place    The Hotel on Pownal 

511 Notre Dame St.    146 Pownal St. 

RSVP for Summerside Session   RSVP for Charlottetown Session 

 

There is no charge; preregistration is required and seating is limited. Attendees will receive one 

hour CPD credit.   If you would like to attend, please click on the appropriate link to RSVP to 

the CPAPEI office by noon on Friday, July 15th. 

** NOTE ** 

NEW LOCATION for  

Charlottetown Session 

http://www.oto-boc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html
mailto:info@cpapei.ca?subject=RSVP%20Summerside%20July%2021
mailto:info@cpapei.ca?subject=RSVP%20Charlottetown%20July%2022


 

 

Suite 600 |  97 Queen Street | PO Box 301 
Charlottetown, PE | C1A 7K7 
T: 902-894-4290 | F: 902-894-4791 
E: info@cpapei.ca |  cpapei.ca 

  

CPA Atlantic School of Business 

July Information Sessions 
 

Join CPA Atlantic Student Recruitment  

Advisor Rachelle Gauvin for an in-depth 

presentation on the CPA Pre-

certification Programs. Explore program 

benefits, entry requirements, and receive 

an overview of the CPA course curricu-

lum. Sessions are one-hour and followed 

by Q and A. Session are open to the 

public, but space is limited. 

Please RSVP in advance.  
 

Charlottetown:  

Thursday, July 21 

12 – 1 and 6 - 7 pm 

Holman Grand, Ocean Room  
 

Summerside session details coming 

soon! 

#adoptacorner     It’s nice to see CPAPEI 
Members at MRSB doing their part to 
help beautify our city! 

Have you noticed 
the new street in 
Charlottetown… 
We did! 

mailto:rgauvin@cpaatlantic.ca?subject=RSVP%20PEI%20Session%20July%2021

